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Dear Friends and Supporters: 

  

Earlier this week, US Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced the decision to rescind Deferred Action 

for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), policy put in place by President Obama in 2012, that granted temporary 

permission to immigrant children who were brought into the country without documentation when they 

were minors. The policy has generally been widely supported as a formal acknowledgement that 

innocent children should not be held responsible for action over which they had no control. 

  

I oppose the rescission of DACA and am writing this message to reaffirm that as a family-centered 

organization, BCNC believes all families have the capacity to thrive if they have access to the right 

supports and opportunities. The rescission of DACA will result in the tangible reduction of supports and 

opportunities for hundreds of thousands of immigrant families.  

  

At BCNC, we know how hard constituents and staff must work to financially improve their lives; we also 

know that children need the support of loving and attentive adults to give them the best chance to 

thrive in this society. To date, 100% of DACA recipients have no criminal record, and 91% of them are 

currently in school or working. Further, more than 3 out of every 5 got a better-paying job after DACA 

became law, and 1 out of 2 got a job with better working conditions.  

  

DACA instantly improved the lives of 800,000 young people and their families by removing the legal 

restrictions to work and participate in society, and in turn removing some of the stigma associated with 

their immigration status. This country witnessed first-hand the positive social and financial impact for 

our entire society by creating opportunities for some of the most vulnerable among us.  

  

This issue directly impacts the community we serve. Estimates say 28% of undocumented immigrants in 

Massachusetts are Asian. We also know there are more than 300,000 undocumented Chinese 

immigrants in this country, making Chinese the second largest group of Asian undocumented nationally.  

  

In 11 years at BCNC, I have known a number of children, youth, and families who were undocumented 

immigrants; in all likelihood, all BCNC staff have. It has been a long-standing value of the agency to not 

ask about documentation upon intake – except in those cases where required by law – because all 
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people who seek support deserve to be included in a community, to have an opportunity to improve 

their lives, and to build a better life for their family. 

  

People and institutions will inevitably hold different views about what makes for appropriate 

immigration policies. The rescission of DACA, however, deeply impacts hundreds of thousands of 

innocent people without substantively moving the legislative conversation about immigration reform 

forward. The announcement earlier this week unfortunately casts immigrants as suspicious, rather than 

as valued members of all our communities.  

  

I stand with our friends in the community who are DACA recipients, as well as undocumented 

immigrants nationwide. BCNC remains committed to developing and supporting a welcoming society 

that values all people, regardless of immigration status. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Giles Li 
Executive Director 
 


